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This past semester, we had the great fortune to be the inaugural class of Makom, the parent-
learning group under Machon Siach.  Led by the extraordinary educators of SAR High School, 
the classroom was exciting and thought provoking...Machon Siach, established in memory of 
Belda K. Lindenbaum z”l, looks at contemporary issues facing the Modern Orthodox community 
with a positive but critical eye and with the goal of finding solutions, as well as improving the 
way we teach our values as Modern Orthodox Jews. Makom invited us to join in the ‘Grand 
Conversation;’ and partner with our educators in examining these important issues facing our 
school and community.    
 
Our class was a cross-section of parents from different communities and backgrounds.  As we 
learned together, we discovered that we face many of the issues at home that our teachers tackle 
in the classroom... To be able to study with our children’s teachers was invaluable, not only in 
creating a partnership but also in recognizing how truly blessed we are to have such talented, 
brilliant and caring teachers guiding our children every day. As our class is winding down, we 
are sad to see it end, but we hope that more parents will join in this program with the same goals 
of partnership.  
 
We want to give special thanks to our incredible teachers this semester, Ms.Tammy Jacobowitz 
and Ms. Shuli Taubes, who guided us through the inaugural Makom classroom with depth, grace 
and brilliance. We are indebted to you, and to Rabbi Tully Harcsztark, and all the teachers of 
Machon Siach, and SAR High School; thank you for all that you do for our children, our 
community and Clal Yisrael. We would also like to give a special thank you to the Lindenbaum 
Family, (including our brilliant classmates, Abigail and Nathan,) for the gift of Machon Siach in 
memory of their beloved and incomparable Belda z”l. Her spirit is infused into every aspect of 
this program, and her life’s work continues to inspire us to improve ourselves, and to better the 
world. TZ”B. 
 

 


