
To honor Belda’s legacy of being marbitz Torah, family, friends, and the community at 

large have completed learning of Torah, Neviim, Ketuvim, Mishna, and Tehillim.  

As is customary at a siyyum, we are going to complete one of these sections together.  

The final three pesukim of the Torah serve as a eulogy for Moshe.  

  י ְולֹא-ָקם ָנִביא עֹוד ְּבִיְׂשָרֵאל, ְּכמֶֹׁשה, ֲאֶׁשר ְיָדעֹו ְיהָוה, ָּפִנים ֶאל-ָּפִנים.  יא ְלָכל-ָהאֹתֹת ְוַהּמֹוְפִתים, ֲאֶׁשר

 ְׁשָלחֹו ְיהָוה, ַלֲעׂשֹות, ְּבֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים--ְלַפְרעֹה ּוְלָכל-ֲעָבָדיו, ּוְלָכל-ַאְרצֹו.  יב ּוְלכֹל ַהָּיד ַהֲחָזָקה, ּוְלכֹל ַהּמֹוָרא

 ַהָּגדֹול, ֲאֶׁשר ָעָׂשה מֶֹׁשה, ְלֵעיֵני ָּכל-ִיְׂשָרֵאל.  {ש}

Never again did there arise in Israel a prophet like Moshe - whom God singled out, face 

to face, for the various signs and portents that God sent him to display in the land of 

Egypt, against Paroh and all his courtiers and his whole country. And for all the great 

might and awesome power that Moshe displayed before all Israel.  

It is a rather short eulogy, and there are so many things upon which the Torah could 

have focused. It could have focused upon the way Moshe overcame a disability in order 

to become the spokesman of the nation. It could have focused upon the way Moshe 

took action in the face of injustice. And it could have focused upon the way he defended 

the people in the face of angry God.  

What are we asked to remember about Moshe?  

 ולא קם נביא עוד בישראל כמשה

We are asked to remember his vision.  

When we picture moshe, the Torah does not ask us to picture the baby rescued from 

the river. It does not ask us to picture the man who miraculously defeated amalek. And 

it does not ask us to picture the man who sang after the splitting of the sea.  



 ולא קם נביא עוד בישראל כמשה

Here is the picture of Moshe the Torah asks us to call to mind:  The man who stood on 

the mountain, alone, miles apart from his nation, and withstood God’s voice amidst the 

thunder.  

The man who had the greatest vision in all of history, transmitted that vision to his 

people, and came tantalizingly close to seeing that vision unfold upon literal ground. 

We all know, however, how that story ends.  

The great visionary of the mountain stands, again alone, on another mountain, and is 

told that he cannot see his vision fulfilled. He can dream, but he cannot make the dream 

come true. The נביא is not meant to carry out the נבואה.  

Enter Yehoshua.  

Sefer Yehoshua begins with an explicit command to Yehoshua to carry out the vision of 

Moshe.  

 א וְַיִהי, ַאֲחֵרי מֹות מֶֹׁשה--ֶעֶבד ְיהָוה; וַּיֹאֶמר ְיהָוה ֶאל-ְיהֹוֻׁשַע ִּבן-נּון, ְמָׁשֵרת מֶֹׁשה ֵלאמֹר.  ב מֶֹׁשה ַעְבִּדי,

  ֵמת; ְוַעָּתה קּום ֲעבֹר ֶאת-ַהַּיְרֵּדן ַהֶּזה, ַאָּתה ְוָכל-ָהָעם ַהֶּזה, ֶאל-ָהָאֶרץ, ֲאֶׁשר ָאנִֹכי נֵֹתן ָלֶהם ִלְבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל.

After the death of Moshe, the servant of God, God said to Yehoshua ben Nun, Moshe’s 

attendant: My servant Moshe is dead. Prepare to cross the Jordan, together with all this 

people, into the land I am giving to Bnei Yisrael.  

Yehoshua did not conceive of the vision, but he births it into reality. Yehoshua is all 

details and tactics and strategy and plans. He organizes the nation, leads them into 

battle, resolves conflicts, and settles his nation in the promised land.  



On four separate occasions the Torah tells us וישכם יהושע בבוקר - Yehoshua awoke early 

in the morning. This is not a man who rested on his laurels. This is not a man who let 

things be. This is a man of action.  

 

Most significantly, when the Torah describes Yehoshua, it consistently describes him as 

being with the people. The Torah tells us וילן יהושע בתוך העם, on the eve of war 

Yehoshua slept amongst the people.  

 

In its description of battles, Yehoshua fights amongst the people - בתוך העם 

And like Moshe, Yehoshua also appears on a mountain. Unlike Moshe, he does not 

appear on the mountain alone, but amongst the people בתוך העם.  

And the vision he seeks to carry out in his covenant with the nation on הר גריזים is not 

his own, but rather, a vision we were introduced to by Moshe.  

  

Most of Sefer Yehoshua is comprised of lists and names and delineations of 

boundaries. These are the parts we read quickly. This is not the grand vision, but what 

the vision looks like on the ground. What the Torah seems to be telling us, and not so 

subtly, in its juxtaposition of Moshe and Yehoshua, is that there are leaders who are 

neviim, and there are leaders who are btoch haam. There are leaders who outline great 

visions, create possibilities, and dream big. But those are not always the people who 

can bring those dreams to fruition. And then there are leaders who are b’toch haam. 



They did not dream the dream, but they will plot the strategy, build the relationships, 

and wake up early so the dream can be fulfilled.  

 

Belda, what is so remarkable about you is that you were our nevia, AND you were btoch 

haam.  

 

 ולא קם נביא עוד בישראל

Belda, you were acutely focused in your vision of changing the landscape of Orthodox 

female Torah learning and Torah leadership. The clarity and sharpness of your vision is 

what enabled the institutions your supported, such as Midreshet Lindenbaum, Drisha, 

Yeshivat Maharat, JOFA, and Darkhei Noam, to, in just a few short years, catapult 

women to the center of public religious life.  

 

 ולא קם נביא עוד בישראל

You fiercely protected that vision, seeing possibilities when others did not. While many 

believed that JOFA would see more success in its fundraising if it stopped using the 

word Feminism, you insisted that it must stay true to its values, and you prevailed.  

 

 ולא קם נביא עוד בישראל

And you were completely and entirely fearless, raising your voice amidst the thunder. 

During shiva, Carol recounted a time you waited together to say kadish high up in a 



balcony of a shul in Jerusalem. When the men did not acknowledge your presence, you 

yelled out “Kadish” loud and clear. You were never afraid to speak up.  

 

 וילן בתוך העם

But you also lived firmly rooted amongst the people. You founded institutions, but you 

also had deep personal connections with their graduates. You knew them not only as 

teachers of Torah, but as people. You knew the names of their husbands and their 

children, and welcomed them all as guests in your home.  

 

 

 

 וילן בתוך העם

You sat in boardrooms, but you also rolled up your sleeves and did whatever needed to 

be done. You shlepped siddurim in the early days of Darkhei Noam, made copy edits on 

JOFA’s newsletters until they were error-free, and selected tablecloth colors for events 

so everything would look perfect  

 וילן בתוך העם 

And, with all the seriousness and intensity of your vision, you had an amazing ability to 

just kick back and laugh. Amidst all the anxious conversations about titles, ordination, 

boundaries, and halakha, you made sure we were all still smiling, and very well fed.  

Three personal anecdotes: 



1. Years ago, when I lived in Manhattan, I was part of a chevra kadisha. I was quite 

nervous when I showed up for my first tahara, and was surprised to see you, and 

Carol, greet me at the door of the funeral home. I had met you at JOFA events, 

heard you speak at large communal gatherings, and graduated from institutions 

graced by your family name. But there you were, with sleeves rolled up, gently 

showing me how to treat a מת with proper kavod.  

2. I was blessed to spend many Friday night dinners in your home. Your dining 

room was the modern Jewish equivalent of a 19th century intellectual salon in 

Paris. I knew there would be great food and great conversation, and I never knew 

next to whom I would be seated. You put a great deal of thought into those 

seating arrangements. I showed up one Friday night, as a relatively shy twenty 

four year old, to find myself seated in between Dr. Tamar Ross and Rabbi Daniel 

Sperber. I don’t think I would have initiated those conversations on my own. You 

knew that. You did not just build relationships WITH people, but you helped build 

relationships FOR people. You were the consummate introducer.  

3. After a planning meeting for one of the first JOFA conferences, you approached 

me and said I needed to raise my voice more when I spoke. You were kind, but 

direct, and I remember feeling a bit intimidated. About a year later, I spoke at 

Darkhei Noam, and you told me I was much louder, but still not loud enough. Six 

months after that, I spoke at a JOFA event, and you ran up to me afterward to tell 

me you purposefully sat in the back to determine if you could hear me, and that 

you heard me loud and clear. I was moved by the way you took an interest in the 



volume of my voice, followed it over years, and with your gentle but insistent 

nudging, helped to the point where people now tell me to pipe down.  

 

Belda, you were our nevia, AND you were btoch haam, and that is why, I believe, you 

were blessed to see your vision become a reality. We are living today in a Jewish world 

forever changed by your vision, and forever nurtured by your relationships.  

 

I will now read the last final mishna in masechet ukzin, followed by the hadran and 

kadish.  

 

 ג,יב  אמר רבי יהושוע בן לוי, עתיד הקדוש ברוך הוא להנחיל לכל צדיק וצדיק שלוש מאות ועשרה

 עולמות, שנאמר "להנחיל אוהביי, יש; ואוצרותיהם אמלא" (משלי ח,כא).  אמר רבי שמעון בן חלפתא, אין

  לך כלי שהוא מחזיק ברכה אלא שלום, שנאמר "ה'--עוז, לעמו ייתן; ה', יברך את עמו בשלום"

 

 


